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LANE TECH COLLEGE PREP HIGH SCHOOL 

COURSE OUTLINE TEMPLATE

Title of Course   SURVEY OF LITERATURE
Course/Grade Level      ___X___Regular

___X___ Honors

______Advanced Placement

Course Description

	Survey of Literature centers around a yearlong theme of identity.  Each quarter examines a different identity ranging from personal to global.  The class provides students with an intensive survey of literature, grammar, vocabulary, and writing focusing specifically on this universal theme.  
The curriculum includes short stories, novels, mythology, poetry, Shakespeare, nonfiction, writing, vocabulary, and grammar. The class also lays out a detailed foundation for students to develop and hone their writing skills in a variety of forms, including narrative, rhetorical, argumentative, and literary analysis essays as well as in-class cold readings, in-class short writing assignments, and in-class essays.  Students will also complete a short research paper.

Special attention is paid to developing the student’s skill sets in alignment with the Common Core State Standards, the ACT and PARCC Exams, The Prestwick House Pre-AP: Readings and Exercises, and the College Board’s Pre-AP Vertical Teams Guide for English, to ensure a rich and rigorous college-prep curriculum.


	Title of Primary Text: Prentice Hall Literature Platinum

	Publisher: Prentice Hall

	Year of Publication: 1996

	Edition: 4

	Supplemental Texts:  The Metamorphoses, The Curious Incident in the Dog of the Night-Time Romeo and Juliet, Fahrenheit 451, Of Mice and Men, Things Fall Apart, and Zeitoun; Additional short stories, essays, and poems


Course Goals and Objectives

	· Students will demonstrate the ability to respond to a text by employing personal experiences and critical analysis.

· Students will demonstrate the ability to compose in a variety of modes by developing content, employing specific forms, and selecting language appropriate for a particular audience and purpose.

· Students will demonstrate the ability to control language by applying the

conventions of Standard English in writing and speaking.

· Students will demonstrate the ability to evaluate the content, organization, and language use of texts.




Course Name: English I - Survey of Literature

Course Level: Regular/Honors (Required texts in bold)

	WEEK
	THEME OR TIME PERIOD
	LONGER WORK
	SHORT PROSE
	POETRY
	WRITING
	GRAMMAR
	TERMS

	QUARTER 1
WEEKS 1-5

COMMON CORE

STANDARDS: 

Primary: Standards Assessed

RL: 4
RI: 5
W: 2

L: 1
Secondary: Standards Assessed

RL: 1,10

RI: 10

W: 1, 1d, 10

SL: 1

L: 6


	INDIVIDUAL

IDENTITY

Guiding 

Questions:

--What are the

various factors

that shape our

personal identity?
--How does our 
self-image 
influence our 

relationship 

with others?
--What rights of 
passage do we go 

through as 

individuals?


	SUMMER 

READING:

The Book Thief

(M. Zusak)


	HONORS:

--“Beauty: When the 
Other Dancer is the
 Self” (A. Walker)
REGULAR:

--“Hercules” from

Mythology and You

SUGGESTED:

--“Masque of the 

Red Death (E. Poe)

--“The Black Cat” 

(E. Poe)

	HONORS:

--“If” (R. Kipling)

--“I Am Nobody,

Who Are You”
(E. Dickinson) 
REGULAR:
--“Making a Fist”

(N. Nye)

--“I Died for Beauty”

(E. Dickenson) 

SUGGESTED:

--“Caged Bird” 
(M. Angelou)
--“Barbie Doll”

(M. Piercy)

	REQUIRED:

In-Class

Cold Reading/

Short Writing 

Focus:

Close Reading 
(105, Suggested Text –

“Girl,” J. Kincaid) –

questioning, connecting, 
reflecting, predicting, 

evaluating, citing, 
quotations, diction
Using the “SHIFTT”

Method of Literary

Analysis - (Subject, 

Historical Context, 

Imagery/Diction, 

Figurative Language,

Tone, Theme): See
supplementary insert

for further description 

on how to use this 

technique
Extended Writing 

Focus:

“This I Believe” (or 

comparable self-identity)
Narrative Essay

SUGGESTED:

--Study skills 
--Note-taking strategies
--Journal responses
--Poetry writing


	REQUIRED:

Parts of Speech:

--Nouns 

--Pronouns

--Verbs
--Adjectives

--Adverbs

--Conjunctions

--Prepositions

--Interjections
Frequently 

Confused Words:

--to/too/two

--there/their/

they’re
--weather/whether
--whose/who’s

--who/whom

--accept/except

--affect/effect

--allusion/illusion

--between/among
*See English Flash Drive for Specific Grammar Power Points, Activities, and Homework Options

	VOCAB #1:

- imagery

- metaphor

- simile

- hyperbole

- understatement

- personification

- oxymoron

- theme

- tone

- motif

*Additional Vocabulary Covered Within Context of Literary Selections


	WEEK
	THEME OR TIME PERIOD
	LONGER WORK
	SHORT PROSE
	POETRY
	WRITING
	GRAMMAR
	TERMS

	QUARTER 1
WEEKS 6-10

COMMON CORE

STANDARDS: 

Primary: Standards Assessed

RL: 4

RI: 5

W: 2

L: 1

Secondary: Standards Assessed

RL: 1,10

RI: 10

W: 1, 1d, 10

SL: 1

L: 6


	INDIVIDUAL

IDENTITY

Guiding 

Questions:

--What are the

various factors

that shape our

personal identity?
--How does our 
self-image 
influence our 

relationship 

with others?
--What rights of 
passage do we go 

through as 

individuals?


	HONORS:

--Metamorphoses 
(Ovid) – 

Rolfe Humphries 

Translation
See supplementary 

handout for required

excerpts
REGULAR:

--The Curious 
Incident of the 
Dog in the 
Night-Time  
(M. Haddon)


	
	
	REQUIRED:

In-Class

Cold Reading/

Multiple Choice

Focus:

Close Reading 
(105, From “To Build 
a Fire,” J. London) –

questioning, connecting, 
reflecting, predicting, 

reviewing, evaluating, 

citing, quotations, word

recognition
Using the 

“SOAPSTone”

Reading Strategy

 - (Speaker, Occasion, 
Audience, Purpose,

Subject, Tone): See
supplementary insert

for further description 

on how to use this 

technique
Extended Writing 

Focus:

Five Paragraph

Literary Analysis on 
Longer Work

Quarter 1 Exam:

In-Class Cold Reading

Essay Exam (focus on 

rhetorical analysis, 

From Invisible Man, R.

Ellison)


	REQUIRED:

The Sentence:

--Subject

--Predicate
--Phrases

Style:

--Choose words 

and phrases for 

effect

--Choose words 

and phrases to 

convey ideas

*See English Flash Drive for Specific Grammar Power Points, Activities, and Homework Options

	VOCAB #2:

- diction

- syntax

- denotation

- connotation

- allusion

- foreshadowing

- myth

- epic

- archetype

- allegory

*Additional Vocabulary Covered Within Context of Literary Selections



	WEEK
	THEME OR TIME PERIOD
	LONGER WORK
	SHORT PROSE
	POETRY
	WRITING
	GRAMMAR
	TERMS

	QUARTER 2 

WEEKS 11-14

COMMON CORE

STANDARDS: 

Primary: Standards Assessed

RL: 4

RI: 2
RI: 5
L: 1

Secondary: Standards Assessed

RL: 10

RI: 10

W: 1a, 4, 10

SL: 1, 6
L: 6


	COMMUNITY

IDENTITY

Guiding

Questions:
--To what extent 
do you derive your 

identity from your 
association with a 
particular group?
--What are the 
many
interpretations of 
community?
--What is the 

difference 
between a group

and a community?
--How do we

examine 
community 

traditions?


	
	HONORS:
--“Us and Them” 

(D. Sedaris)

REGULAR:

--“The Lottery”

(S. Jackson) 

SUGGESTED:

--“A Rose for Emily” 

(W. Faulkner) 

--“Only Daughter” 

(S. Cisneros)

--“Two Kinds”
(A. Tan)

	HONORS:

--“Mnemonic” 

(L. Lee)
--“Fifth Grade

Autobiography”

(R. Dove)

REGULAR:

--“Luxury”

(N. Giovanni) 

--“Mother to Son” 
(L. Hughes)

	REQUIRED:

In-Class

Cold Reading/

Short Writing 

Focus:

Annotating Texts

(115, Suggested Text–
“Ain’t I a Woman?” 
S. Truth) –

highlighting, 

underlining, 

determining key words

and sentences, 

connecting related

ideas, outlining main

ideas, defining words,

commenting, 
questioning, labeling
SUGGESTED:

--Journal responses
--Short story and/or 
memoir
--Poetry writing

	REQUIRED:

The Sentence:
--Clauses

--Fragments 

--Run-ons
Style:

--Vary sentence

patterns for 

meaning
*See English Flash Drive for Specific Grammar Power Points, Activities, and Homework Options

	VOCAB #3:

- irony

- figurative language

- assonance

- consonance

- antithesis

- alliteration

- anaphora

- parallelism
- memoir

- anecdote
*Additional Vocabulary Covered Within Context of Literary Selections


	WEEK
	THEME OR TIME PERIOD
	LONGER WORK
	SHORT PROSE
	POETRY
	WRITING
	GRAMMAR
	TERMS

	QUARTER 2 

WEEKS 15-19

COMMON CORE

STANDARDS: 

Primary: Standards Assessed

RL: 4

RI: 2

RI: 5

L: 1

Secondary: Standards Assessed

RL: 10

RI: 10

W: 1a, 4, 10

SL: 1, 6

L: 6


	COMMUNITY

IDENTITY

Guiding

Questions:
--To what extent 
do you derive your 

identity from your 
association with a 
particular group?
--What are the 
many
interpretations of 
community?
--What is the 

difference 
between a group

and a community?
--How do we

examine 
community 

traditions?


	HONORS:

--Romeo and Juliet 
or Othello
(W. Shakespeare)

REGULAR:

--Romeo and Juliet
or Julius Caesar

(W. Shakespeare)


	
	
	REQUIRED:

In-Class

Cold Reading/

Multiple Choice

Focus:

Annotating Texts 
(115, From “The Gift 
of the Magi,” 
O. Henry) –

highlighting, 

underlining, 

determining key words

and sentences, 

connecting related

ideas, outlining main

ideas, defining words,

commenting, 
questioning, labeling
Extended Writing 

Focus:

Argumentative Essay 
on Longer Work

(Using the “Classical
Model” for 

Argumentation)

Semester I Multiple

Choice Exam (Cold
reading of 1 extended  
cold-read passage with 

50 PARCC/Pre-AP-
style questions From 

The Crossing, 
C. McCarthy)

	REQUIRED:

Structure:

--Subject/Verb 

Agreement
--Pronoun/

Antecedent 

Agreement

--Parallelism
Style:

--Maintain
consistent style and 
tone
*See English Flash Drive for Specific Grammar Power Points, Activities, and Homework Options

	VOCAB #4:

-Shakespearean sonnet

- iambic pentameter

- blank verse

- heroic couplet

- soliloquy

- aside

- prologue

- epilogue

- in medias res

- pun

*Additional Vocabulary Covered Within Context of Literary Selections


	WEEK
	THEME OR TIME PERIOD
	LONGER WORK
	SHORT PROSE
	POETRY
	WRITING
	GRAMMAR
	TERMS

	QUARTER 3

WEEKS 20-24

COMMON CORE

STANDARDS: 

Primary: Standards Assessed

RI: 1, 2, 4

W: 2e

L: 1

Secondary: Standards Assessed

RL: 3

RI: 6

W: 2, 4, 9, 10

SL: 1

L: 6


	SOCIETAL

IDENTITY

Guiding

Questions:

--To what extent is conformity essential 
to society?
--How do we 
exclude voices in 
our society?

--How do nationalism and patriotism shape society?

--How are the individual and society in conflict?

--To what extent does a society determine an individual’s identity?

	
	HONORS:

--“How it Feels

to be Colored Me”

(Z. Hurston) 

--“Harrison 

Bergeron” 

(K. Vonnegut)

REGULAR:

--“A & P”  

(J. Updike)

--“A Good Man is

 Hard to Find” 

(F. O’Connor)
SUGGESTED:

--“There Will Come 
Soft Rains” 

(R. Bradbury)

--“The Management of
Grief”
(B. Mukherjee)

	HONORS:

“Theme for 
English B”

(L. Hughes)

REGULAR:

--“First Hour” 

(S. Olds)

SUGGESTED:

--“Sonnet Ballad”

(G. Brooks)

--“Elena”

(P. Mora)

--“I, Too, Sing 

America”

(L. Hughes)

--“Million Man 
March” 

(M. Angelou)
--“Still I Rise” 

(M. Angelou)

	REQUIRED:

In-Class

Cold Reading/

Short Writing 

Focus:

Diction 
(27, Suggested Text–
From “A Letter on 
the Death of his 
Mother,” G. Shaw) –

denotation, 

connotation, slang,

colloquialisms, dialect,

elevated/formal 

language, 

abstract/concrete

language

*Introduce Service

Learning Project
 SUGGESTED:
--Journal responses
--Short story and/or 
memoir
--Poetry writing

	REQUIRED:

Punctuation:
--Comma Rules

-- Punctuation for 
effect

--Punctuation to 
set off nonrestrictive 
elements

--Punctuation to 
separate items in

a series
*See English Flash Drive for Specific Grammar Power Points, Activities, and Homework Options

	VOCAB #5:

- setting

- mood

- genre

- narration

- point of view

- characterization

- direct characterization

- indirect characterization

- protagonist

- antagonist

*Additional Vocabulary Covered Within Context of Literary Selections


	WEEK
	THEME OR TIME PERIOD
	LONGER WORK
	SHORT PROSE
	POETRY
	WRITING
	GRAMMAR
	TERMS

	QUARTER 3 

WEEKS 25-29
COMMON CORE

STANDARDS: 

Primary: Standards Assessed

RI: 1, 2, 4

W: 2e

L: 1

Secondary: Standards Assessed

RL: 3

RI: 6

W: 2, 4, 9, 10

SL: 1

L: 6


	SOCIETAL

IDENTITY

Guiding

Questions:

--To what extent is conformity essential 
to society?
--How do we 
exclude voices in 
our society?

--How do nationalism and patriotism shape society?

--How are the individual and society in conflict?

--To what extent does a society determine an individual’s identity?


	HONORS:

--Fahrenheit 451
(R. Bradbury)
REGULAR:

--Of Mice and Men 

(J. Steinbeck)


	
	
	REQUIRED:

In-Class

Cold Reading/

Multiple Choice

Focus:

Diction 
(27, Cold reading 
From “A Speech for

the Liberty,” 

J. Milton and 
“Beasts,” R. Wilbur)–
denotation, 

connotation, slang,

colloquialisms, dialect,

elevated/formal 

language, 

abstract/concrete

language

Extended Writing 

Focus:
Literary Analysis on
Longer Work Using 
Outside Sources as 
Research (number of 
Sources at discretion 
of instructor)

Quarter 3 Exam:

In-Class 

Cold Reading

Essay Exam (focus on 

rhetorical analysis, 

From “Peril,” T. 

Morrison)

	REQUIRED:

Punctuation:
--Colons and

Semicolons

*See English Flash Drive for Specific Grammar Power Points, Activities, and Homework Options

	VOCAB #6:

- flat character

- static character

- round character

- dynamic character

- dramatic irony

- verbal irony

- situational irony

- narration

- exposition

- satire

*Additional Vocabulary Covered Within Context of Literary Selections



	WEEK
	THEME OR TIME PERIOD
	LONGER WORK
	SHORT PROSE
	POETRY
	WRITING
	GRAMMAR
	TERMS

	QUARTER 4

 WEEKS 30-34

COMMON CORE

STANDARDS: 

Primary: Standards Assessed

RL: 4

RI: 2, 5 
L: 1

Secondary: Standards Assessed

RL: 6, 10

RI: 9, 10

SL: 1

L: 6

W:  8, 10

	GLOBAL

IDENTITY

Guiding 

Questions:

--What is

globalization?
--How do we

identify with
people from 

around the 

world?
--How does

globalization

influence culture?

--What 

symbols do we

associate with a 
global identity?
	HONORS:

--Things Fall Apart
(C. Achebe) or
--Zeitoun (D. Eggers)
REGULAR:
--Zeitoun (D. Eggers)

	
	
	REQUIRED:
In-Class

Cold Reading/

Short Writing 

Focus:

Syntax/Structure/

Organization 
(36, Suggested Text –
From Jamaica Inn, 

D. DuMarier) –

juxtaposition, 

antithesis, rhetorical

question, alliteration,

staccato, elongated,

sentence patterns,

parallelism, repetition,

anaphora, linear, stream

of consciousness

Extended Writing 

Focus:
Research Unit

(3-4 page service

learning research 

essay using a 

minimum of 4

sources – 1 

experiential – on a 
large-scale

issue/problem going 

on today)

SUGGESTED:

--Journal responses
--Short story and/or 
memoir
--Poetry writing


	REQUIRED:

Voice:

--Shifts in verb 

tense and

mood
--Shifts in 

pronoun 
number 
and person
Modifiers:

--Misplaced
modifiers

--Dangling 

modifiers
*See English Flash Drive for Specific Grammar Power Points, Activities, and Homework Options

	VOCAB #7:

- claim

- warrant

- qualifier

- concession

- implicit

- explicit

- fallacy

- paradox

- counterargument

- rhetorical question

*Additional Vocabulary Covered Within Context of Literary Selections


	WEEK
	THEME OR TIME PERIOD
	LONGER WORK
	SHORT PROSE
	POETRY
	WRITING
	GRAMMAR
	TERMS

	QUARTER 4

 WEEKS 35-39
COMMON CORE

STANDARDS: 

Primary: Standards Assessed

RL: 4

RI: 2, 5 
L: 1

Secondary: Standards Assessed

RL: 6, 10

RI: 9, 10

SL: 1

L: 6

W:  8, 10

	GLOBAL

IDENTITY

Guiding 

Questions:

--What is

globalization?
--How do we

identify with
people from 

around the 

world?
--How does

globalization

influence culture?

--What 

symbols do we

associate with a 
global identity?
	
	HONORS:
--“Letter From 

Birmingham Jail” 
(M. King)

--“The Perils of 

Indifference” 

(E.Weisel)

REGULAR:
--“Nelson Mandela’s 

Speech on Being 

Released from Prison” 
(N. Mandela)
SUGGESTED:

--“The Smell”

(G. Kamani)
--“An Internet Baby”

(X. Guo)

--“Japanese and
American Workers”

(W. Ouchi)


	HONORS:
--“Poem by a Yellow 

Woman” (S. Ryu)

REGULAR:
--“There Will Come 

Soft Rains”

(S. Teasdale)

--“Poem by a Yellow 

Woman” (S. Ryu)

SUGGESTED:

--“The Face and the

Wind” (O. Paz)

--Roots and Leaves 
Them-Selves Alone”

(W. Whitman)


	REQUIRED:

In-Class

Cold Reading/

Multiple Choice
Focus: 

Syntax/Structure/
Organization 
(36, From “Grand-
mother,” J. Updike,
The Open Mind,
J. Oppenheimer, 
And “Sonnet 90,” 

W. Shakespeare) –
juxtaposition, 

antithesis, rhetorical

question, alliteration,

staccato, elongated,

sentence patterns,

parallelism, repetition,

anaphora, linear, 
stream of 
consciousness

Extended Writing 

Focus: Completion 
Of Research Unit/
Service Learning 

Project

Semester II Multiple

Choice Exam (Cold

reading of 3 passages 
with 30 PARCC/Pre-
AP-style questions 
From the New York 

Herald (1865), 

Extinct Animals, L. 

Heller, and “The 

Outlaw,” S. Ross, and 

45 PARCC/Pre-ACT

-style questions)
	REQUIRED:

Style and Tone:
--Recognize

variations from

standard 

English

--Recognize and

correct vague

language
--Choose 

language 

that expresses 

ideas precisely 

and concisely,

recognizing and

eliminating

wordiness and

redundancy
*See English Flash Drive for Specific Grammar Power Points, Activities, and Homework Options

	VOCAB #8:

- ethos

- logos

- pathos

- testimonial

- parable

- parody 

- analogy

- euphemism

- idiom

- etymology

*Additional Vocabulary Covered Within Context of Literary Selections




